[Ceftriaxone (Rocéphine) in major African infectious pathology. Results at the Niamey Hospital (Niger) ].
Ceftriaxone is a wide-spectrum-third generation cephalosporin characterized by outstandingly high efficacy as well as pharmokinetic properties making it suitable for administration in a single daily injection. Ceftriaxone has been found to be useful for treatment of the very severe infectious pathology in countries where hygiene and medical superstructures are still rudimentary. Eighteen of 20 patients with purulent meningitis (13 to Neisseria meningitidis A, 3 to Streptoc. pneumoniae, 1 to Listeria and 3 aseptic) recovered (there being 2 deaths at the 36th hour) after a mean 6 days of hospitalization. Despite the very delicate patient condition, recovery was seen in all 11 cases of very grave bronchopneumopathy, generally due to Streptoc, pneumonia. A dose of 2 g/day in 1 or 2 IV injections is sufficient in the adult, 0.50 g in a single dose being injected to infants weighing less than 10 kg, Meningitis required 4 to 7 days treatment (9 days in a case of Listeria) while the treatment period was longer for respiratory infections. Seven patients had been refractory to treatment with beta-lactamines and/or aminosides, and no adverse drug reactions were noted.